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Acoustic Monitoring of the Columbia River Basin

NEAR-Lab is participating the joint project in establishing the 
Columbia River Observatory to monitor, model and understand 
system processes, especially human-river system interactions, 
locally and throughout the basin. The focus of our participation is 
to use acoustic method to monitor the Columbia River basin with 
the following aims:

ÅEstablish the ambient noise baseline

ÅClassify the noise sources

ÅAssess the anthropogenic impact

ÅStudy the sustainability factors

The first phase of this project is to develop underwater acoustic 
sensors for long-term monitoring with initial funding for sensor 
development of $60k.



NEAR-Lab - 3

090313, BMA

NEAR-Lab 

Northwest Electromagnetics & 

Acoustics Research

Where Have We Been, Where Are We Now, and 

What Are Our Best Options for the Future?


